
This document contains 18 communications between the Department of Education and Skills (DES) 

and Cavan Monaghan Education Training Board, formally known as Cavan County VEC, from May 

2013 to October 2018 (less than 2 months before the proposed school merger was announced). 

 

This material has been obtained through a Freedom of Information request submitted to the 

Department of Education and Skills. 

Included is a schedule of documents released and communications listed below. 

1. Letter (02.05.2013) from Cavan VEC to Department of Education (DES) seeking approval for 

funding to replace prefabs with a new build for the St Bricins College and additional 

accommodation for Special Education Unit. 

2. Letter (10.07.2013) from DES to Cavan VEC confirming approval of €412,500 to fund new 

build and accommodation for St Bricins. 

3. Letter (29.07.2013) from Chief Executive Martin O’Brien, Cavan VEC confirming acceptance 

of the funding approved by DES. 

4. Letter (01.08.2013) from Chief Executive Martin O’Brien, Cavan VEC to DES seeking 

additional funding to include works for an Engineering Room, Construction Studies Room 

and wood preparation area as part of the capital works project. 

5. Letter (December 2013) from DES to Martin O’Brien, Chief Executive Cavan ETB confirming 

approval for additional works and increasing the project funding to €874,218.17. 

6. Letter (05.02.2014) from DES to Martin O’Brien, confirming funding will total €1007,218.17 

to include furniture etc.  

7. Letter (21.05.2015) from Martin O’Brien to DES seeking an additional accommodation 

request for an Autism Unit and Moderate Learning Unit. 

8. Email to DES from Martin O’Brien clarifying some additional information pertaining to 

additional accommodation request for Autism Unit and Moderate Learning Unit.  

9. Letter (20.10.2015) from DES to Martin O’Brien confirming an all in grant for works totalling 

to a grant of €1,740,000 to cover all needs sought for St Bricins. The letter also confirming 

the need to engage a design team given the scope of the project. 

10. Letter (22.10.2015) from DES to Martin O’Brien on documentation to be signed to progress 

the project and the tender process. 

11. Letter (09.03.2016) from DES to Martin O’Brien confirming additional funding to meet the 

full costs pf completing the project totalling a commitment of funding €1,755,665.25. 

12. Letter (07.04.2017) from John Kearney, Chief Executive Cavan Monaghan Education Training 

Board (took up the post from Martin O’Brien) to DES with acceptance of the funding for 

build project for St Bricins. 

13. Letter (27.07.2017) from John Kearney to DES with a stage 1 report for St Bricins additional 

accommodation project. 

14. Letter (20.08.2017) from DES to John Kearney taking issue with a submitted request beyond 

the scope of the original approved project for additional accommodation and they request 

CMETB come in line with the approved additional accommodation project for St Bricins 

which was approved for €1,740,000.  



15. Letter (27.10.2017) from John Kearney to DES submitting a revised report for the project 

from design team/quantity surveyor. 

16. Email (12.09.2018) from DES outlining that Cavan Monaghan ETB have approval for an 

additional accommodation project for St Bricins with funding approved for €1,740,000. They 

further outline they wish to progress the project and that Cavan Monaghan ETB cancelled a 

meeting with DES in December 2017 stating they wish to review provision of post primary 

education in the area.  

17. Email (26.09.2018) from John Kearney to DES with an attachment on a feasibility cost plan 

for works for St Bricins which a QS estimated to be €6,027,403 with an Auctioneer valuation 

on the building to be €300,000. DES confirm a meeting with CMETB to be held 8th October 

2018 to discuss. Through this FOI it was confirmed by the DES there are no minutes available 

for this meeting. 

18. Email (18.10.2018) from to Bernie Powers of Cavan Monaghan ETB seeking a number of 

documents following the meeting and in advance of e site visit. The DES, through this FOI 

have confirmed no information was received by them from CMETB. 
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